
 

Member School Annual Dues 
 

$4 per student  
 

minimum $200 
maximum $5,000 

 

Contact MISF to receive an 
application packet and more 

information! 
 

MISF Membership 
445 Minnesota Street 

Suite 505 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

 

PHONE: 651.297.6716 
FAX: 651.297.6718 
 

info@misf.org 
 

www.misf.org 

Partner with the Minnesota Independent 
School Forum and protect the state’s K-12 
independent and private schools and 
students and the 
public funds they 
have the right to 
receive. 

Support the rights 
of every parent to 
educate their kids  
in the school of 
their choice! 

Join MISF Today! 

Strengthening Minnesota’s  
K-12 independent schools 

through advocacy and 
advancement. 

Joining together to protect 
and serve Minnesota’s kids! 

www.misf.org 

It’s  
about  
KIDS!KIDS!KIDS!   

445 Minnesota Street, Suite 505 
St. Paul, MN 55101-5000 

Phone: 651.297.6716 ◊ Fax: 651.297.6718 
www.misf.org ◊ info@misf.org 

S CCS intends to be an active member of MISF, 
fully utilizing and contributing to discussions 
around nonpublic education advocacy, 

development and marketing, and enrollment 
advancement. MISF's access to the Science House, 
annual STEM Teacher Seminar, and potential mini 
Grant awards for special community-based STEM 
projects will be invaluable.  

~ Sr. Mary Juliana Cox, Principal 
St. Croix Catholic School - Stillwater, MN  

Testimonials 

Strengthening Minnesota’s K-12 independent 
schools through advocacy and advancement. 

I  come away [from the School Head Retreat] each 
year with valuable information and networking 
that inspires me to go back and make changes. 

AWESOME and affordable so even in our tight budget 
I can attend. Renewing friendships with other school 
leaders and discussing common challenges and 
solutions is a wonderful part of professional 
development. Thank you MISF! 

~ School Head Retreat Participant 

Creating networks for  
professional development 

and collaboration. 

MISF demonstrates that it values students.  
We are here to provide children with the best 

education possible in a setting that also 
supports their beliefs. MISF gets that! 

~ Allen Labitzky, Principal 
King of Grace Lutheran School – Golden Valley, MN  

F inding qualified, well-educated employees is 
one of our most significant challenges today, 
and will be in to the future. Our business 

centers on our people. We recognize MISF’s mission of 
supporting independent and private schools here in 
Minnesota. This support provides the backbone for 
our future employees. 

~ William Deitner, President/CEO 
TKDA Engineers, Architects, Planners 

M embership in MISF supports our school goal 
of making quality education accessible to 
all students. By joining other private 

schools, we will be able to more effectively voice our 
needs to policy makers and stakeholders. The quality 
programs, grants, and professional development 
offered through MISF will further support our staff to 
engage our community in increasingly effective ways.  

~ Patrick O'Keefe, Principal 
Blessed Trinity Catholic School – Richfield, MN  



The Face of MISF Member School Benefits 

What We Do 

• Inform lawmakers, policy makers, and the 
general public about the contributions 
independent education makes to our state 
and society; 

• Increase the 
sector’s capacity 
for collective 
action and 
advance positions 
of common 
interest on behalf 
of K-12 
independent and religious schools; 

• Build relationships with donors to 
support targeted programs and research; 

• Provide member schools with resources, 
connections, education, and expertise. 

 

Our Vision 
• Be a recognized convener and a voice for 

issues of universal interest to 
independent education. 

• Serve as a conduit for donors wishing to 
support Minnesota’s independent schools. 

• Work in 
partnership with 
other education-
related 
organizations. 

• Continuously 
cultivate an active 
and engaged 
membership. 

97 % of MISF school 
students graduate; 94% go 

on to postsecondary. 

Serving independent education since 1976 

The Heart of MISF 

Core Values 
• Kids—We put the interests of Minnesota’s 

independent school students first. ALWAYS! 

• Global Perspective—We believe that 
independent schools (religious, secular, and 
pedagogical) play a vital role in the state’s 
education system and create contributing 
citizens and workforce leaders for the future. 

• Equitable Access—We believe that 
independent schools should be able to afford 
to serve all students and that every student 
should have the opportunity to participate in 
appropriate state and federal education 
programs. 

• Choice—We support the rights of parents to 
educate their kids in the schools of their 
choice. 

• Quality—We support schools in their efforts 
to provide the best education possible to help 
students become 21st Century learners and 
leaders. 

• Collaboration—We work in partnership with 
other organizations in the sector to promote 
issues of universal interest while supporting 
the right of every independent school to 
fulfill their unique missions to serve their 
students. 

• Truth—We are committed to ensuring that 
the state’s education dialogue is grounded in 
fact by providing policy makers and the 
public with accurate and timely data and 
information. 

Helping schools provide 
the best education 

possible.  

Discounted Fees—professional training and 
conferences on curriculum-specific programs 
supported by state and national corporations 
and foundations.  

• STEM Conference 

• School Head/Administrators Retreat 

• Networking Meetings and Workshops for  
Admissions, Development, and Marketing 

• Webinars 

Valuable Product Donations—receive high-
tech equipment and supplies. 

 Example: From 2009 to 2012, MISF distributed 450 
digital projectors and 400 camcorder projectors 
donated by 3M at a total value of $1.5 million. 

Exclusive Access to Online Resources—
member-only website section offering 
electronic legal guide, national trends, member 
directory, and keynote speaker presentations 
(new services added regularly). 

Competitive Grant Opportunities— participate 
in funding for leading edge programs through 
STEM Mini-Grants. 

Protective Legislative Advocacy—a watchdog 
to safeguard the public funds every K-12 
independent and religious school, and the 
students they serve, have a right to receive. 

Collective Voice—advancing independent and 
private school interests at the legislature, with 
state agencies, and in the general public. 

Community—connect with engaged, like-
minded professionals committed to 
independent and private education. 

National Representation—MISF sponsors and 
administrates the operation of the Minnesota 
CAPE (Council for American Private Education). 

“As private schools facing many challenges, it is 
essential that we have an organization looking out 

for our best interests while promoting positive 
relationships with other schools.”   

~ Joel Landskroener, Mayer Lutheran High School 

“I’m very excited about what I’m learning at the MISF 
networking gatherings. I’ve never seen such a truly 
collaborative group before!”   

~ Saint Agnes School, Advancement/Admissions Staff 


