
 
 

What is the SCOPE survey? 

The Minnesota Independent School Forum (MISF) is working with Wilder Research on a study of private K-

12 education in Minnesota, referred to as the Statewide Census of Private Education (SCOPE). This year, the 

SCOPE is being conducted as a web-based survey. The purpose of the study is to provide a comprehensive 

statewide portrait of private K-12 schools to increase understanding of the reach and impact of private 

education in Minnesota.  

When will I be invited to complete the SCOPE survey? 

Your school will receive a letter and an email about the SCOPE survey at the end of March. Both the letter and 

email will provide you with a web link and password for accessing the survey.  

Why am I being asked to complete it? 

All private and independent schools in Minnesota that serve one or more grades from kindergarten through 12th 

grade and had at least 15 students enrolled as of fall 2014 are being asked to complete the survey. If you 

believe you have been mistakenly contacted, please contact Emma Connell at Wilder Research (651-280-2717 

or emma.connell@wilder.org) or Tim Benz at MISF (651-297-6716 or tbenz@misf.org).  

Haven’t I provided this information before? 

Several schools have provided similar information annually through the Minnesota Department of Education’s 

(MDE) Fall Report Form. The survey will be prepopulated with information that is collected by MDE to make 

this process as easy as possible for participating schools. Schools can review and update the information if 

necessary.  

How long will this take to complete? 

The survey takes approximately 30-45 minutes to complete. You may log in and out of the survey and your 

responses will be saved. A copy of the survey is available on the login page. We encourage you to print a paper 

copy and fill it out (some questions may require you to look up information) to make the process of entering 

your information into the web survey easier. 

Will this survey benefit my school in any way? 

The results will be used by the Minnesota Independent School Forum to demonstrate the importance of private 

education in Minnesota to policy makers, the Minnesota Legislature, funders, and collaborative partners. If 

your school participates in this survey, you may use the resulting summary report to see how your school 

compares to other private schools in Minnesota. The summary report will be available on the MISF website in 

October 2016. 

Who should I contact if there are issues with the survey? 

For technical issues with the survey, contact Dan Swanson at dan.swanson@wilder.org or 651-280-2712 

For questions about the survey content, contact:  

·         Emma Connell at Wilder Research (651-280-2717 or emma.connell@wilder.org) 

·      Tim Benz at MISF (651-297-6716 or tbenz@misf.org)  
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