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Goals:

– To better understand the reach and impact of private 

education in Minnesota

– To provide information for use by funders, educators, 

advocacy organizations, and others interested in 

education of children in Minnesota

Study goals and background
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Background:

– MISF conducted prior SCOPE surveys in 2000, 2002, 

2003, and 2012

– Wilder Research contracted to conduct study in 2012 

(covering 2010-11 academic year)

– Similarities between 2010-11 and 2014-15 studies 

allow for comparisons over time

Study goals and background
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 Conducted web-based survey of all private 

schools in the state

– Must serve one or more grades in K-12

– Must enroll at least 15 students

 Survey offered during April and May of 2016

– Collected data on 2014-15 academic year

• Some data pre-populated from MDE Fall Report database

– Outreach conducted via:

• Invitation letter and email reminders

• Encouragement from stakeholder organizations

• Follow-up phone calls from MISF and WR

Methods
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 Sample included schools listed in MDE’s Fall 

Report database and/or MISF’s database

– 431 eligible schools

– 149 schools “completed” the survey

→35% response rate

Methods
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 Respondent schools appear to be representative 

of broader population of private schools in MN

– Compared data from respondent schools to data on 

broader population of schools (from MDE Fall Report, 

N=388)

– Similar in terms of geographic distribution, grades 

served, and enrollment by grade

Methods
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 Survey collected information about 

– school characteristics and programs

– school enrollment and capacity

– student characteristics

– high school graduation requirements and graduation rates

– school staffing

– school finances

 Survey data supplemented with data from MDE’s 

Fall Report form (enrollment and staffing)

 Comparisons made to public schools for some 

survey items

Methods
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 Current landscape of schools looks similar to 

2010-11

– 78% are accredited

– 95% have religious orientation or purpose

– 90% are affiliated with religious organization or 

institution

• 49% Roman Catholic

• 29% Lutheran

School characteristics
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Grades served

School characteristics
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 66% of schools have no special admissions 

requirements

 Of those that do, most common are:

– applicant’s commitment to the school’s mission (26%)

– a personal interview (24%)

– record of prior behavior (23%)

– academic record (23%)

School characteristics
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 65,692 students attended private schools in 

2014-15

– Accounts for 7% of all students enrolled statewide in 

K-12

– Enrollment is highest in elementary and middle school 

grades, lower in high school grades

Enrollment
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 Enrollment has fallen since 2010-11

Enrollment
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 Private schools have substantial excess capacity

– Participating schools reported that 29% of their seats 

were unfilled (9,000 empty seats)

– Estimate that there are 27,000 seats available statewide

Capacity
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Private 

schools

Public 

schools

American Indian/Alaskan Native 1% 2%

Asian/Pacific Islander 5% 7%

Hispanic 4% 8%

Black, not Hispanic 7% 12%

White, not Hispanic 84% 71%

English Learner (EL) 3% 8%

Special education 6% 13%

Free- and reduced-price lunch 11% 38%

Student characteristics

17



Staff
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 Private schools have a lower student to 

teacher ratio than public schools

– 12 students per teacher vs. 15 students per teacher

 76% of private school teachers have valid 

teaching licenses

 Race and ethnicity of professional staff is 

similar between private and public schools (96% 

white)



 Average private school staff salaries are lower 

than public school staff salaries

Private schools Public schools

Teachers ~$40,500 $56,670

Principals $60,854 $99,617 – $109,531

Staff salaries and benefits
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 Most private schools contribute to staff benefits 

programs

Benefit program Percent

Health insurance 89%

Retirement or pension 85%

Tuition discount for children of employee 77%

Employee continuing education 67%

Life insurance 60%

Staff salaries and benefits
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 Relative to public school students, private school 

students…

…have higher on-time graduation rates (99% vs. 82%)

…are more likely to take college entrance exams 

(92% vs. 78% take ACT)

…score higher on college entrance exams (24.5 vs. 

22.7 ACT composite score)

…are more likely to enroll in college (91% vs. 75%)

Note: Findings are based on small number of schools reporting data. May not reflect 

all private schools serving high school students. 

Graduation, college entrance exams, college 

enrollment
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 99% of private schools provide computers 

(desktops or laptops) for classroom use

– 69% provide tablet computers (e.g., iPads)

 15% provide each student with a laptop or tablet 

for their own use (i.e., a 1:1 school) 

 78% have wireless network access available in 

their whole school

– 20% only have wireless network access in part of the 

school

Technology
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Online learning
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Online learning method

Percent of 

schools

Supplemental online learning (online resources used to 

supplement face-to-face course)
36%

Hybrid or blended courses (partially online and partially 

face-to-face)
11%

Fully online post-secondary courses 8%

Fully online K-12 courses 5%



 Average private school per-student cost: $8,268

– Public schools: $10,878

 Average tuition paid per student: $4,438

 Schools commonly discount tuition based on:

– Financial need (91%)

– Additional students in same family (80%)

– Church membership (54%)

Costs, tuition, and financial aid
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 60% of private schools have income and 

expenses under $1 million

– <10% have income or expenses of $5 million or more

 49% of private schools have an endowment

– Average endowment: $3,270,964

Income, expenses, and endowment
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Income and expenses
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Income sources Expenses



 Overall, the landscape of private schools and 

characteristics of students have not changed 

substantially since 2010-11

 Enrollment has declined with greatest declines 

occurring in elementary and middle school 

grades

 Still substantial excess capacity to serve more 

students in private schools

Conclusions and issues to consider
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 Comparing private schools to public schools:

– Cost of educating students is lower in private schools

– Fewer students per teacher in private schools

 Private schools have better outcomes for high 

school students

– Graduation rates, college entrance exam participation 

rates and scores, and college enrollment rates are 

higher among private schools 

Conclusions and issues to consider

28



 Must consider outcomes in tandem with 

characteristics of students served

– Less diverse

– Higher income

– Less likely to receive special education or EL services

 May be more likely to succeed regardless of 

type of school they attend

Conclusions and issues to consider
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Questions?
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Thank you!

Contact information:

Francie Streich, PhD

Wilder Research

francie.streich@wilder.org
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