
 
 

2021 School Leadership Conference Agenda 
 
 
Monday, September 27 
5:00pm       Check-in starts - Ruttger’s front desk 
                     Pick-up hospitality packet 
 
7:30-9:00 pm   President’s Reception –  
                               Bear Pine Bar and lobby 

Start your conference experience with fellow independent and private school leaders. 
Come and socialize, connect and network with conference attendees. First-time attendees 
are highly encouraged to attend. 

 
Tuesday, September 28 – Day 1 Sessions 
7:00-8:00 am  Breakfast (Ruby’s Dining Room) 
 
8:00 am  Conference check-in (Isle of Pines/Bird Island Conference Rooms) 
 
8:15-9:30 am  Welcome, introductions and updates  
 
9:30 – 9:45 am  Sponsor Presentation – Catapult Learning 
 
9:45 – 9:55 am  Networking Break/Visit Sponsors 
 
10:00 – 11:00 am Session 1A – Working with the Media: Your Role, Your Mindset, Your Message 
    Christina Palladino and Brian McClung (Park Street Public) 
 
   Session 1B – Advocacy 101:  Your voice matters at the State Capitol 

Chas Anderson (Park Street Public) 
 

11:00-11:15  Networking break/visit sponsors 
 
11:15-12:15  Session 2A – Advocacy 101:  Your voice matters at the State Capitol 
    Chas Anderson (Park Street Public)  

Session 2B – Working with the Media: Your Role, Your Mindset, Your Message Christina 
Palladino and Brian McClung (Park Street Public) 

 
12:15-1:30   Lunch and free time 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://catapultlearning.com/


 
 
 
1:30-1:40pm   Sponsor Presentation – Bright Schools Project 
 
1:45pm-3:00pm   Session 3 – An Introduction to Digital Wellbeing for You 
   Katherine Myers and Maree Hampton (LiveMore ScreenLess) 
    
3:05-3:15   Sponsor Presentation – Escale Advisors 
 
3:15 – 3:30pm    Day 1 Wrap Up 
 
3:30-5:30    Free Time  

• Complimentary pontoon ride (weather permitting) 

• Jack’s 18 Golf Course 
 
5:30 – 6:30 pm    Sponsor Reception (Bear Pine Bar) 
 
6:30 pm   Dinner (Ruby’s Dining Room) 
 
7:30 pm    Bonfire and Social Time 
 
Wednesday, September 29 – Day 2 Sessions 
7:00-8:00 am  Breakfast (Ruby’s dining room) 
 
8:00 am  Welcome 
 
8:10-8:20  Sponsor Presentation – Canopy IT Solutions 
 
8:20 – 9:20 am   Session 4 – Get out of the scarcity mindset and move into a growth mindset 

Casey Breen (Escale Advisors) 
 
9:25 – 9:35 am  Sponsor Presentation- FACTS 
 
9:35 – 9:45 am  Networking break/visit sponsors 
 
9:45 – 11:00 am  Session 5 – Top 20 Leaders Manage Stress from the Inside Out  

Paul Bernabei (Top 20 Training) 
    
11:00-11:30 am  Conclusion/Reflections/Adjourn 
 
 
 
 

Conference Resource Page - https://misf.org/slc2021-crp/ 
 

2021 School Leadership Conference AHA Moments 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.brightschoolsproject.org/
https://escaleadvisors.com/
https://canopyit.com/
https://factsmgt.com/
https://misf.org/slc2021-crp/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mzYoXagg2lHKWkTzMnRPiSrYbJwte9hKlB_wyFBjMuE/edit


PRESENTERS 
Chas Anderson, Co-CEO and Senior Principal, Park Street Public 
Chas has more than two decades of experience in the public and private sectors as an advisor on state policy, 
government relations and communications. 
 
Brian McClung, Co-CEO and Senior Principal, Park Street Public 
Brian has spent more than 20 years at the intersection of media, politics, and business as a television news 
reporter, campaign manager, political spokesperson, communications strategist, and public relations executive. 
 
Christina Palladino, Senior Principal, Public Relations and Communications, Park Street Public 
Christina Palladino serves in the role of Senior Principal, Public Relations and Communications, at Park Street 
Public where she assists clients in developing and executing public relations and media outreach strategies. 
Christina has more than 15 years of broadcast television journalism experience. 
 
Park Street Public 
YOUR VOICE AMPLIFIED. Their bipartisan team works with organizations to move public opinion, influence decision 
makers, enhance reputations, inspire action, and accomplish your goals. Their work is focused on the following 
areas: government relations, public relations and strategic consulting. 
 
Maree Hampton, Co-Founder and Director of Strategy and Health Promotion, LiveMore ScreenLess  
Maree Hampton brings expertise in health education, youth development, and program evaluation and 25 years 
of experience working in urban and rural communities and in higher education. With a master’s degree in 
Education Youth Development Leadership and a National Certification in Health Education, her public health 
expertise and her deep understanding of the power of collaboration, equity, culture, and systems change guide 
and direct the collaborative, comprehensive, and community-based work of LiveMore ScreenLess. 
 
KK Myers, Co-Founder and Director of Youth Engagement and Education, LiveMore, ScreenLess 
KK brings expertise in secondary and adult education with 25 years of experience teaching students in public and 
private schools, as well as leading professional development workshops for educators across the country. KK's 
authentic credibility as a veteran educator influences her work and interaction with young people and adults 
involved with LiveMore. With a master’s degree in Education and as a College Board Certified National Faculty 
Consultant, her work is guided in best practices for student and adult learners. KK has a deep commitment to the 
health and wellbeing of all young people and to the critically important role adults play in supporting and 
nurturing healthy youth development. 
 
LiveMore ScreenLess  
Advocates and promotes digital wellbeing for and with young people through a collaborative and comprehensive 
community approach. 
 
Paul Bernabei, Co-Owner/Co-Founder/Senior Facilitator/Author/Director, Top 20 Training 
Paul directs Top 20 Training and has been leading the initiative to transform American education and bring Top 20 
to schools around the world. Paul travels the U.S. presenting Top 20 Training seminars. He has been an educator 
in Twin Cities schools for over 30 years and has conducted hundreds of retreats for youth and adults. He has co-
authored Top 20 Teachers: The Revolution in American Education, Top 20 Parents: Raising Happy, Responsible 
and Emotionally Healthy Children and Top 20 Teens: Discovering the Best-kept Thinking, Learning and 
Communicating Secrets of Successful Teenagers. He has also authored Why Students Disengage in American 
Schools and What We Can Do about It. A graduate of St. John’s University and the University of St. Thomas, Paul 
and his wife Paula, a retired kindergarten teacher, have four daughters and fourteen grandchildren. They live in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 



Top 20 Training 
Our Top 20 Trainings are far from your usual Professional Development seminar. We deliver a high-energy 
presentation, that will have you laughing most of the day, but also have you inspired to take action in your life and 
work. Our common-sense approach makes the concepts easy to understand and practical to apply. With over a 
million people trained, we keep hearing that the Top 20 experience changes lives forever. We are dedicated to 
helping you, your school, your organization, or your family reach its full potential. 
 
PRESENTER & SPONSOR 
Casey Breen, President, Escale Advisors 
Casey has enjoyed a 20-year career helping organizations revisit their core missions and ministry; and then 
reposition themselves to succeed. He offers depth and breadth of experience, from serving as Executive Director 
of Development and University Relations for St. John's University, to coaching “start-ups" and "ma and pa" shops 
(Legacy Christian via the Hageman Foundation), to leading change and infusing best practice systems and 
processes for St. John's Preparatory and Benilde-St. Margaret's. 
 
Escale Advisors  
Escale Advisors is focused on growing philanthropic support programs providing organizations the strategic 
investment they need, and has helped raise millions of dollars, ranging from general fundraising all the way to 
comprehensive capital campaigns. Their work equips an organization’s leadership and their development 
operations with a framework for setting realistic fundraising goals that lead to organizational transformation. We 
work to equip you for this ongoing journey through strategic coaching in advancement leadership and education. 
 
SPONSORS 
Kristin Marshall, Director, School Partnership – Midwest 
Catapult Learning 
Catapult Learning provides education solutions that generate demonstrable academic achievement and better life 
outcomes for students, regardless of the learning obstacles or other challenges they face. Our team of over 5,000 
educators works to achieve sustained academic gains and build teacher and leadership capacity through 
evidence-based programs that include student instruction and family support services, professional development, 
special education and alternative education programs. Utilizing a suite of proprietary, research-based programs, 
Catapult Learning works with students and teachers in public and nonpublic schools throughout the country and 
around the globe. 
 
David Swan, Managing Director of the Bright Schools Project 
Bright Schools Project 
The Bright Schools Project was launched in 2019. Outdated lighting is wasting millions of dollars for schools every 
day. Their goal is to help more schools convert to bright, efficient LED lighting immediately with no out-of-pocket 
costs – for our students, teachers, taxpayers, and environment. 
 
Bob Thompson, Founder, Canopy IT Solutions 
Canopy IT Solutions  
Canopy IT Solutions was founded in 2013. Their mission is to provide technology planning and solutions that align 
with your strategic approach, meet your budget, and produce measurable results. We achieve this by developing 
an effective strategy, delivering quality solutions, leveraging proactive support mechanisms, and providing 
responsive customer support. 

Matt McLean, Regional Vice President at FACTS | RenWeb 
FACTS I Renweb 
FACTS is dedicated to elevating the education experience for schools and their families. FACTS offers a 
comprehensive suite of services to 11,500 schools that includes tuition payment plans, financial aid assessment 
services, electronic forms (Pay It™), student information system, online application and enrollment products, and 
a browser-based, mobile-friendly platform that allows school administrators and teachers to access hundreds of 
features from any device. 

mailto:https://top20training.com/


 
PRESENTING SPONSOR 

Richard M Schulze Family Foundation 
 

PREMIER SPONSOR 
   Catapult Learning 

Kristin Marshall Director - School Partnership – Midwest 
kristin.marshall@catapultlearning.com 

   
LEADERSHIP SPONSORS 

                                        FACTS I RenWeb 
Matt McLean - Regional VP - MMcLean@factsmgt.com 

 
                                    Bright Schools Project 
David Swan - Managing Director - david@brightschoolsproject.org 

 
HOSPITALITY SPONSOR 

                                          Escale Advisors 
Casey Breen - President/CEO - cbreen@escaleadvisors.com 

 
TECHNOLOGY SPONSOR 

                               Canopy IT Solutions 
Bob Thompson – Founder - bthompson@canopyit.com 

 
LEGACY SPONSORS 

                                              Edgenuity 
Dave Casperson - Education Consultant - david.casperson@edgenuity.com 

 
                             Saint Mary's University of MN 

Megan Troje, Lead Field Specialist - mtroje@smumn.edu 
 

SWAG SPONSOR 
Donald’s Uniform and Spartan Promotional Group, Inc. 

Barb Williamson - COO and Sales Representative  

bwilliamson@donaldsuniform.com 
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