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Letter from the President
 

Dear Friends of Independent and Private Education,
 
Congratulations to our 2019 Private and Independent Education Awards recipients. Those
being recognized represent the finest in people and programs found in private and
independent schools across Minnesota. We hope you will attend the Education Awards on
Sunday, April 28, 2019 at the University of St. Thomas. A special thanks to RBC Wealth
Management for returning as the presenting sponsor of this signature celebration.
 
I recently returned from the annual spring gathering of the Council for American Private
Education (CAPE), our national organization. This gathering connects state-level CAPE
organizations (similar to MISF) and the national board of CAPE, which includes the organizing
bodies of the independent and private school community. This convening provides a unique
opportunity to hear trends in other states and key topics that affect nonpublic schools, and hear
from national experts on ways to keep a cohesive and unified voice across our membership.
One message was clear: being connected to a statewide organization is imperative to stay in
tune with timely and relevant information.
 
As you prepare for the 2019-20 academic year, make sure to add the STEM Conference
(August 8) and School Leadership Conference (September 23-25) to your schedule. We
hope you will join other educators and leaders in our two premier gatherings for the year. 
 
Thank you for your belief and commitment to the mission of MISF.
 

Tim Benz
President

http://www.misf.org/
http://misf.org/ed-awards/
http://www.capenet.org/
http://misf.org/sec/
http://misf.org/school_leadership_conference/


-----
Follow me on Twitter
@misfprez
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March's Newsletter is sponsored by Thrivent Financial
 

 
Join Thrivent on our Wise With Money Journey 

 with financial literacy for your staff and/or students.
 

Visit Thrivent.com or contact me to learn more about Thrivent's educational resources.
We are happy to provide the education for FREE!!!

 
 

 KEVIN SZOZDA 
Community Engagement 

 kevin.szozda@thrivent.com
 Direct   612-709-3446

 
 

Back to top

The View from the Capitol
 by Shep Harris, MISF Lobbyist

  
 
How time flies! We are half-way through the Minnesota
legislative session and keeping very busy for MISF
schools....
 
More than two thousand bills have been introduced by
legislators, the state's February budget forecast shows
a projected $1+ billion budget surplus and Gov. Walz
has proposed a nearly $50 billion budget for the 2020-
21 fiscal biennium. Legislators are scurrying around
the Capitol complex with a variety of funding and policy

https://twitter.com/misfprez
https://www.thrivent.com/
mailto:kevin.szozda@thrivent.com


proposals with the hopes that their legislation will eventually get through the slow,
arduous legislative process and become law. Few receive high profile attention - like
Broadband, a gas tax and transportation funding, the ERA, legalization of marijuana,
etc. Other bills, however, are more technical and go unnoticed by the media.
 
For MISF, efforts are mostly happening behind the scenes (but sometimes in public at
committee hearings) to address key education needs through the following House File
(HF) and/or Senate File (SF):

HF428, HF945/SF1297 - Clarify state law so private schools can be reimbursed
for teacher textbook materials;
SF628 - Increase funding for telecommunications;
HF1231/SF580 - Expand reimbursements for private school counseling for
grades K-6; and
Allow private schools to qualify for security grants and security audits.

With solid committee testimony from Minnehaha Academy's Karen Balmer and Julie
Winn, and MISF's Tim Benz, we are hopeful that we will get appropriate support from
legislators to include some or all of these priorities in the final omnibus education policy
and funding bills. MISF is receiving positive attention but we still have a ways to go.
 
In the meantime, MISF is monitoring other educational proposals which may impact
MISF schools including alternative fire drills, student data privacy, K-12 education
scholarship tax credits, pupil transportation and more. If you are interested in learning
about specific MISF legislation or other education issues and how you can participate in
the legislative process, let us know.
 
Stay tuned for more detail and updates as the legislative session moves forward!
 
 
Shep Harris is a Senior Government Relations Specialist at Fredrikson & Byron PA. He is a
seasoned lobbyist who develops and executes government relations strategies with a deep
understanding of government and relationships with key government officials in areas of
education, workforce development, Legacy funding, health and human services. Read more
about Shep here.
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STEM SCOOP
MISF 2018-2019 STEM Grant Program

  
Thank you to everyone who submitted a STEM Grant this year. We received 44 grant
applications.

26 Innovation Grants
4 Starter Grants
14 Sustainability Grants

The STEM advisory committee met on March 7th to conduct reviews and recommend projects
for funding. MISF will alert each applicant school of the funding status of their proposal by
March 22.
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?session=ls91&number=HF428&session_number=0&session_year=2019&version=list
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=HF945&type=bill&version=0&session=ls91&session_year=2019&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF1297&version=latest&session=ls91&session_year=2019&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF628&version=latest&session=ls91&session_year=2019&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=HF1231&b=house&y=2019&ssn=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=SF580&b=senate&y=2019&ssn=0
mailto:tbenz@misf.org?subject=Advocacy%20Question
https://www.fredlaw.com/our_people/shepard_m_harris/


SAVE THE DATE - STEM Education Conference -
August 8, 2019 at Benilde-St. Margaret's School
Attention Teachers - MISF invites you to submit a proposal to present at our 2019 MISF STEM
Education Conference, which will take place on Thursday, August 8, 2019, at Benilde-St.
Margaret's School, 2501 Highway 100 S, Minneapolis, MN 55416.
 
Based on an analysis of conference trends and attendee surveys as well as input from a
teacher planning committee, we've learned how much teachers like learning from and with
other teachers. Thus, this year's conference will feature more ways for teachers and school
leaders to network with one another and share their expertise and ideas. STEM education
organizations and experts from the community will continue to be included in the conference
program as well.
 

The 2019 STEM Education Conference will focus on three themes:

Human-centered STEM: integrating language arts, social studies, the arts or religion
with STEM; problem/project-based learning; design thinking; community connections. 
STEM for the future: building STEM skills and STEM mindset, science & engineering
practices or crosscutting concepts; exploring educational pathways and careers;
engaging students in real-life experiences with processes or technology.
STEM outside: connecting to the natural world, on Earth and beyond; environmental
STEM; food systems and agriculture.
Submissions for presentations on other STEM topics are also invited and always
welcome.

This year the conference will include two different hour-long breakout session formats
for teacher presenters:

Standard Breakout Session: These sessions typically feature STEM Grant projects,
innovative courses/lessons or instructional approaches/strategies. Presenters are
usually individuals or teams from a single school.

Topical Panel: A panel session brings together 2-4 presenters from one or more schools
around a common topic or idea. Submissions that are either complete panels (2-4
presenters with a defined topic for a 1-hour presentation) or individual (to be matched
by MISF with other presenters to comprise an hour-long presentation) are welcome.

CLICK HERE to view the session proposal form and submit a proposal to present.
 
All interested presenters must complete a session proposal form linked below before 5:00 pm
on April 1, 2019, so we can provide a complete conference program when registration opens.
 

STEM Day at the State Fair
  

Yes, the best day of the summer is coming back to kick off the Great Minnesota Get Together
on opening day, Thursday August 22, 2019.  If you want to be a part of the state's best
celebration of all things STEM stay tuned here. The planning group will begin accepting
applications for exhibitors soon.

 

Transcending Boundaries: Connecting School, Career, and
Community through STEM

  
On June 12 SciMathMN is pairing with The Works Museum, https://theworks.org/ to present
a conference about Transcending Boundaries: Connecting School, Career, and Community
through STEM at the University of Minnesota Continuing Education and Conference Center. 
 
This conference will explore Transcending boundaries between organizations through
partnerships, Transcending boundaries between learning landscapes through partnerships,

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2019SEC-teacher-presentation
https://theworks.org/


and Transcending boundaries between disciplines in STEM education. This conference will be
filled with challenging and inspiring opportunities in keynote presentations, breakout sessions,
and opportunities to network.  Look for more information soon via the @MNSTEMnetwork
twitter page

Sign up for Engineering Education Courses now!
  

The University of St. Thomas Center for Engineering Education is offering two summer
courses for teaching professionals. Build your customized STEAM lesson plan portfolio,
complete professional development hours, earn a graduate certificate and complete your
Masters in engineering education as you work with engineering and education professors.
Summer courses are one-week on-campus intensive Engineering in the P-12 Classroom and
Manufacturing Engineering in the Classroom; the fall course is online Engineering Design; and
the upcoming spring course is hybrid Fundamentals of Engineering. 
 
Find more information and how to apply and enroll for free (we are waiving the application
fee) at www.stthomas.edu/cee/ and/or contact Crystal Conway at conw4717@stthomas.edu
or Dr. Deb Besser deb.besser@stthomas.edu today! Apply for a $500 scholarships and
mention that you are a MISF member. 
 
STEPS

  
The University of St Thomas STEPS program is accepting applications for 6th and 8th grade
girls to engineer with engineers! 

 Apply for the free STEPS camp: https://www.stthomas.edu/stepscamp/
 
Explore Engineering
 
Private school high school sophomore and junior teachers/students have your high school
sophomores and juniors work with engineering professors on a hands-on sample engineering
project in the University of St. Thomas Engineering labs with one of our free Explore
Engineering Days. Watch for more information at stthomas.edu/cee 

 

MDE Science Update
  

Click here to read the Minnesota Department of Education March Science Update. 
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Join Us for the 11th Annual 
Private and Independent Education Awards

  
MISF is proud to announce the winners of the 11th Annual Private and Independent Education
Awards. The people recognized at this awards celebration exemplify the strengths of our
schools, the support of the community, and the many notable efforts to improve K-12 education
in Minnesota. 

  
Registration is now open! Click on the link below. We hope you will join us to celebrate the
2019 Honorees.

https://twitter.com/MNSTEMNetwork
http://www.stthomas.edu/cee/
mailto:conw4717@stthomas.edu
mailto:deb.besser@stthomas.edu
https://www.stthomas.edu/stepscamp/
http://stthomas.edu/cee
http://misf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Science-Update-March-2019.pdf


 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
 

 
Announcing the 

 2019 Private & Independent Education Award Winners
 
  

Honor Teacher K-8
Kate Drechsler

Academy of Whole Learning
 

Honor Teacher 9-12
Emily Byrne

Cristo Rey Jesuit High School
 

Leadership
Sister Judith Schaefer

Cotter Schools
 

Leadership 
Ric Gibson

St. Croix Lutheran Academy
 

Community Champion
Bonnie O'Connor

Risen Christ Catholic School
 

Behind the Scenes
Anne McQuillan

St. Thomas Academy
 

Program Award
Forum for Inducting, Retaining & Supporting Teachers (F.I.R.S.T)

Maranatha Christian Academy
 
 
 
Event Details
 
Sunday, April 28, 2019
Woulfe Alumni Hall - Anderson Student Center
University of St. Thomas - St. Paul
 
4:00 - 4:45 PM

 Registration & Social Hour
4:45 - 7:00 PM
Dinner & Awards 
 
 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER

http://misf.org/ed-awards/
http://misf.org/ed-awards/


 
Thank You Sponsors

 
Presenting Sponsor

 

 
 

Leadership Sponsor
 

Mitra Chemical Consulting, LLC
 
 

Honor Teacher Award Sponsor

 
 

STEM Grant Recipient Sponsor
 

 
 

Award Sponsor
 

Hospitality Sponsor
 

https://us.rbcwealthmanagement.com/minneapolis
https://www.hamline.edu/
http://www.bostonscientific.com/content/gwc/en-US/Home.html
https://www.xcelenergy.com/


 
 

Technology Sponsor
 

 
Nominee/Education Sponsor

 

 
 

Table Sponsors
 

 

 

https://www.boulaygroup.com/
https://www.bethel.edu/
http://www.ulteig.com/
https://www.hjlawfirm.com/
https://redpathcpas.com/


Presented by
 Barbara Mooney and Lisa Anderson

 Healey Education Foundation
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Admissions/Marketing Lunch &
Learn Seminar 

  
How to Decode the Retention
Formula
 
Thursday, March 21
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

  
Maranatha Christian Academy, Brooklyn Park
 
The presenters will identify the retention formula to determine current behaviors and practices
that lead to credibility, empathy, and trust.  
 
We will introduce ROB and examine Retention Oriented Behaviors that involve your whole
team, principal, faculty and staff.  We will share best practices from around the entire country
and have a panel of current directors share what they are doing to show double digit
enrollment growth while retaining 90% or more of their existing families.
 
Participants will participate in a self-reflection and analyze their own individual school photos
as well as other photos that determine credibility crashers, empathy erasers, and trust takers.
Attendees will take home a Best Practices list that they can begin using immediately!
 
Join in person or via webinar.
 
Open to all MISF member and nonmember schools in Minnesota. Take advantage of this
opportunity to earn CEU credits!
 
Click here for more information and to register.
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Take Your School 
Out to the Ball Game!
 
MISF has a great opportunity for
member schools to treat their staff,
students, volunteers and families to a
day out at a Minnesota Twins game.
The Minnesota Twins organization has
given MISF five hundred Twins tickets,
50 for each game listed below, to
give away to our member schools.
 
Game dates and times:
 

Wednesday May 1st 6:40 vs Houston
Thursday May 2nd 12:10 vs Houston
Sunday May 12th 1:10 vs Detroit
Monday May 13th 6:40 vs Los Angeles Angels
Wednesday May 15th 12:10 vs Los Angeles Angels
Friday May 24th 7:10 vs White Sox

https://healeyedfoundation.org/
http://misf.org/seminars/#20190321


Saturday May 25th 1:10 vs White Sox
Sunday May 26th 1:10 vs White Sox
Monday May 27th 6:10 vs Brewers
Tuesday May 28th 7:10 vs Brewers
 

If your school is interested in 50 tickets for one of the games listed above, email your
game preferences to Lisa Vosbeek at lvosbeek@misf.org to be entered into a drawing.
The tickets will be distributed electronically to your school. 
 
The drawing will be held on Friday, March 22nd.
 

Go TWINS!
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Opportunity Scholarship Legislation
Introduced

  
Opportunity Scholarship legislation has been introduced in the
Minnesota House of Representatives and the Minnesota Senate.
This legislation will provide families with access to better schools
and ensure we have educational freedom in Minnesota.
 
Your support is needed to help more children attend the school
that is best for them. The best way to stay engaged is to sign up
for the Opportunity for All Kids (OAK) Advocacy Network online at
https://www.opportunityforallkids.org/take-action/.

 
Sign up and stay updated on the latest information from the State Capitol and calls to action. 
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K-12 Education Subtraction and Credit
 
Minnesota has two programs to help families pay for education
expenses. The K-12 Education Subtraction and the K-12 Education
Credit can lower the tax families pay or increase their refund when
filing their Minnesota income tax return. 
 
Families may qualify for the subtraction, credit, or both - if they save
their receipts. 
 
Click here for a flyer with more information that you can print
and distribute to parents at your school.
 

Click here for the Spanish version of the flyer 
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FY 2019 Advanced Placement & International Baccalaureate
Program Applications Due April 19
 
The Minnesota Legislature has appropriated $4.5 million dollars to provide financial incentives
to schools for student exam subsidies and teacher training for the Advanced Placement (AP)

https://oakmn.org/
mailto:lvosbeek@misf.org?subject=Twins%20Tickets
https://www.opportunityforallkids.org/take-action/
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/individuals/individ_income/Documents/K12%20Flyer%20-%20English.pdf
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/individuals/individ_income/Documents/K12%20Flyer%20-%20Spanish.pdf


and International Baccalaureate programs. Read the February 2019 memorandum from
Mary Barrie, Ed.D.
 
Advanced Placement Student Exam Reimbursement Policies and Procedures 2019

 Exam subsidies are available for public and non-public school students. The state will
reimburse $53 per exam for category one (fee-reduced, low-income) students and $40 per
exam for exams taken by category two (non-fee-reduced) students. To qualify for exam fee
reimbursement for your students, each school must complete and submit the Advanced
Placement Program Application for Reimbursement form to the department by April 19,
2019.
 
Advanced Placement Teacher Training Scholarship Process 2019

 Minnesota scholarships are available for public and non-public teachers who are teaching or
plan to teach an AP course in 2019-20. The school or district will be responsible for the initial
cost of the training. Approved scholarships are paid directly to the school or district.
If you have questions about advanced placement program policy and development,
contact Mary Barrie, Ed.D, supervisor, High School to Post-secondary Initiatives, 651-582-
8478.
 
If you have questions about advanced placement program application, reimbursement
processes, payments, scholarship forms, and administration issues, contact Beth Barsness,
high school specialist, 651-582-8336.
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The Hormel Foundation Gifted and Talented Symposium
 June 18-20, 2019

 
The annual Hormel Foundation Gifted and Talented Education Symposium provides an
opportunity for educators, counselors, administrators and parents to gain greater
understanding of the unique needs of gifted and high potential learners. Participants attend in-
depth sessions focusing on foundational knowledge, creativity, curriculum strategies, and
social/emotional needs of gifted and high potential learners provided by the field's finest
regionally, nationally and internationally recognized presenters. All are welcome to register and
attend the symposium.

  
Registration closes June 5th. For more information visit the Symposium Website: 
http://www.gtsymposium.org/
 
Back to top

 
March CAPE Outlook
 
US Department of Education Unveils "Education Freedom Scholarships"
Proposal

  
Read more and download the latest copy of the CAPE (Council for
American Private Education) here. 
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  Dates to Remember:
March 21, 2019: Admission Lunch & Learn
Seminar
April 28, 2019: Private & Independent Education
Awards

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE035214&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ccs/ap/MDE034994
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE034990&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ccs/ap/MDE034992
mailto:mary.barrie@state.mn.us
mailto:beth.barsness@state.mn.us
http://www.gtsymposium.org/
http://capenet.org/pdf/Outlook443.pdf


May 16, 2019: STEM/Technology Lunch & Learn
Seminar
June 20, 2019: Development Seminar
August 8, 2019: STEM Education Conference
September 23-25, 2019: School Leadership Conference
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Not an MISF member school? Join us today!
 
MISF connects and strengthens Minnesota's independent schools
through exceptional training, resources, and advocacy so they can be

student-centered and mission-driven. 
 
You can be independent, but not alone! We invite you to learn more about membership in
our cohort of over 150 schools throughout the state. If you have questions, please contact Tim
Benz at 651-297-6716 or tbenz@misf.org
 
Back to top

MISF | 651-297-6716 | info@misf.org | www.misf.org
 

STAY CONNECTED WITH MISF:
 

      

Please note: If you unsubscribe from this email, you will be removed from all email communication
from MISF, including STEM opportunities, conference and seminar information, and advocacy
updates. You may instead click here to modify your email preferences. Thank you.

Minnesota Independent School Forum, 445 Minnesota Street, Suite 505, St.
Paul, MN 55101-5000

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}
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