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School Choice and Non-Public School Legislation 
2021 Legislative Session 

Updated 3/12/2021 
 

ASPIRATIONAL 
 

MOMENTUM FORWARD  MUST NEED FIXES 

Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) 
SF 1527 (Chamberlain) 
Establishes ESAs for students to attend non-
public schools. The state aid funding follows 
the students, and a portion of the funding 
remains with the resident school district. 
Parents may enroll their child in a non-public 
school of choice and receive reimbursement 
for eligible expenses, including tuition. The 
program is administered by the Minnesota 
Department of Education. Bill hearing held on 
3/8/2021. 
 
Cost: There will be an administrative cost for 
MDE to set up and administer the program. 
The per-funding amount is already 
appropriated as part of the General 
Education Formula. 
 
 
 
 

Individual Education Tax Expense Program 
SF 1153 (Eichorn) 
Expands the eligibility for the tax credit to 
$50,000 for family of four; adds tuition as 
eligible expense for the credit (it is currently 
an allowable expense for the deduction but 
not the credit). The program was last 
expanded in 1997. The program is 
administered by the Minnesota Department 
of Revenue. Bill hearing held on 3/4/2021. 
 
Cost: Based on past estimates from the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue, this 
legislation costs $24.2 million in the first year 
and $24.4 million in the second year for a 
biennial total of $48.6 million. The cost of this 
bill may be reduced or increased by changing 
the income limits for the credit. 
 
SF 570 (Eichorn): This is a similar bill 
introduced to SF 1153, but this bill DOES NOT 
include tuition as an allowable expense for 
the individual education credit. Bill hearing 
held on 2/16/2021. 
 
 

Guidance Counseling and Mental Health 
Services.  
SF 925 (Eichorn) 
Under current law, non-public students are 
entitled to counseling and guidance services 
for students enrolled in grades 7-12. Under 
the proposed legislation, these services are 
extended for students in grades K-6. We 
know that counseling and mental health 
services are needed for students in all grades, 
not just grades 7-12. The program is 
administered by staff or contractors from the 
local school district. Bill hearing held on 
2/15/21. 
 
Cost: The cost of this bill is $1.696M in the 
first year and $1.944M in the second year for 
a biennial cost of $3.640M. 
 
Safe Schools Revenue 
SF 627 (Chamberlain) 
In 2019, the Legislature provided public 
schools with $36/student in one-time state 
aid funding for expenses related to the Safe 
Schools Program. In the past, this program 
was funded through a board-approved levy 
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Scholarship Tax Credit otherwise known as 
“Opportunity Scholarships” 
SF 260 (Chamberlain) 
Allow qualifying non-profit organizations to 
grant scholarships to low- and middle-income 
families to attend a non-public school of 
choice. Individuals and corporations receive 
70% state tax credit for donation to 
qualifying non-profit organization. The 
program is administered by the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue.  
 
Cost: The cost of this legislation is set by a 
cap. The legislation in 2019 set the cap at $30 
million per year, starting in the second year 
of the biennium. The cost of this bill may be 
reduced or increased by changing the limit on 
the cap. 
 
 

which still exists today for public school 
districts. 
 
SF 627 provides $37/student for public school 
districts and allows charter schools, 
cooperatives, tribal contract schools and non-
public schools to be eligible for this program. 
Bill hearing held on 2/15/2021. 
 
Cost: The cost of SF 627 is $21.5 million per 
year for all school sectors. The non-public 
schools portion of the cost is $2.5 million.  
 
Non-Public Pupil Transportation Program 
SF 1441 (Chamberlain) 
This proposal provides greater stabilization 
for transporting non-public students. Allows 
school districts and non-public schools to 
enter into alternative transportation 
arrangements. Provides additional funding 
for districts to implement program. By 
amendment, adopted onto SF 1441 during 
hearing on 3/10/21. 
 
Cost: The Non-Public Pupil Transportation Aid 
program has been in place since the 1970s. 
The increase in funding may be scaled at any 
level the legislature decides to set it. The 
state spends approximately $38 million per 
biennium on this program. 
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OTHER LEGISLATION: 
 

• Workers Compensation: Education Minnesota has proposed legislation to allow a presumptive change with respect to 
teachers, staff, and contractors as it relates to workers compensation. The proposal is under consideration by the Workers 
Compensation Advisory Council (WCAC). WCAC is a joint labor-management council given authority to operate under state 
statute. The presumption change would be retroactive to the start of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020 and runs 
through May 31, 2022. MISF, Minnesota Catholic Conference, Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA), and insurance 
groups all oppose the proposal. If approved by the WCAC, the legislation would move forward at the Minnesota Legislature. 
However, we expect Education Minnesota will continue pushing the legislation even if the WCAC does not approve the 
proposal. 
 

• Mandates: The House Education Policy Committee is proposing several new mandates on public schools and one new 
mandate on non-public schools. If enacted, a provision in HF 1081 would require non-public schools to submit educational 
records (testing information) to a student’s resident school district. MISF opposes this provision.  UPDATE:  The provision was 
removed from HF 1081.  We will be monitoring the bill for any potential amendments when the bill is on the House Floor for 
consideration. 


