
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Minutes 

Board of Directors Meeting 
September 14, 2022| 7:30 am – 9:30 am 

 
AGENDA 

• Introductions, welcome to Shana Duininck 

• 2022 Audit Report – Cathy Lydon, CPA, Audit Director – Redpath & Co. 

• Approval of meeting agenda 

• Approval of minutes from 6/15/2022 meeting 

• Officers for 2022/23 – approval of Vice Chair 

o Chair – Michael Lamb 

o Vice Chair – Kate Wollan 

o Treasurer – Brian Lynch 

o Secretary – Wyayn Rasmussen 

o President – Tim Benz 

• President’s Report 

o Emergency Assistance for Nonpublic Schools – EANS III 

o School leadership changes 

o Accounting transition  

• Finance report 

• Development report 

• Membership report 

o Updated membership renewal list 

o Membership survey/evaluation results 

• Program report 

o STEM Education Conference 

o STEM grant news story – St. Mary’s Catholic School, Sleepy Eye 

o School Leadership Conference (September 26-28) 

• Strategic plan update 

• Other business 

 

MINUTES            
 

Those present: Tim Benz, Michael Lamb, Shana Duininck, Wyayn Rasmussen, Joel 

Landskroener, Teri McCloughan, Anna Lima, Veena Lakkundi, Kate Wollan, Jim Hansen, 

Kelly Regan, Tim Berner, Jennifer Cassidy, Josh Killian, Michael Brennan 

Staff present: Michele Skare 

 

Meeting began at 7:35 AM 

 

Board members introduced themselves and welcomed new member Shana Duininck. 

 

2022 Audit Report 

Cathy Lydon from Redpath & Co. joined the meeting to present highlights from the 2022 

Audit Report. The report and audit management letter are available online. Highlights 

include: 

The audit covers fiscal years ending June 30, 2021 and 2022.  

 

https://minndependent.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Minndependent-2022-Final-Issued-FS.pdf
https://minndependent.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Minndependent-2022-Final-Issued-AML.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were given a “clean opinion” which is the highest level of assurance given by auditors.  

Assets were consistent with prior years. Liabilities decrease when PPP loans are forgiven. 

Revenues and expenses are also consistent with previous years.  

Chair called for a motion to accept the audit. So moved by Kate Wollan, seconded by Tim 

Berner. Motion passed.  

 

Chair called for a motion to accept the minutes from the 6/15/2022 meeting as written. So 

moved by Terri McCloughan, seconded by Wyayn Rasmussen. Motion passed.  

 

Chair called for a motion to add Kate Wollan to the slate of officers as Vice Chair. So moved 

by Jim Hansen, seconded by Kelly Regan. Motion passed.  

 

President’s Report 

EANS III. The remainder of the funds ($20 million) is being redeployed to any schools not 

previously eligible. Schools must apply for the funds by the end of September. The funds 

can be used for expenses related to COVID-19. Early estimates are around $300 per 

student, dependent on how many applications there are. In the last round of EANS funding, 

80 schools out of 450 applied.  

School leadership changes. We continue to track changes, which have slowed as the school 

year has begun. With our move to Blackbaud NXT, we have decided to create a “School 

Leadership” category, which tracks leadership rather than just school heads. This gives us a 

broader, deeper reach into schools. We have found that sometimes sending emails to just 

one leader often results in an information bottleneck.  

Accounting transition. The transition is going well. Tim continues to meet with All in One 

Accounting weekly to address any issues and get updates.  

 

Finance Report 

The finance report has been posted to the website. We continue to fund the reserve account 

at $3K per month. Membership dues are recognized as revenue; if a school chooses to not 

renew, the invoice is reversed 

 

Development Report 

The development report has been posted to the website. School Leadership Sponsorship is 

trending on target. Donor activity is slow now, as it usually is early in the fiscal year. The 

Hardenbergh Foundation grant is in process. WEM Foundation awarded We Share Solar a 

$10K grant to serve MINNDEPENDENT member schools. We will begin work on our annual 

appeal in November.  

 

Membership Report 

2 schools thus far have informed us that they will not be renewing: Good Shepherd 

Lutheran High School and White Bear Montessori. 3 schools have joined in the new fiscal 

year: Shakopee Area Catholic Schools, Assumption Catholic School in Hibbing, and 

Rochester Central Lutheran School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Report 

STEM Education Conference was held in person at Benilde on August 3 with no virtual 

option. We arrived at the school to discover that a storm had knocked out the power, air 

conditioning and internet service. What happened next reaffirmed the resilience of teachers, 

as every attendee shrugged and said, “Okay! No problem!” when told what was happening. 

We had a great STEM conference, despite not having access to any technology. 

Up next, we plan to focus on what this conference looks like going forward. Perhaps not 

solely a “STEM” conference, but one that could focus on all areas of curriculum; more like 

an “innovation” conference.  

 

Strategic Planning 

There is a small group which worked throughout the summer, discussing the organization’s 

vision and mission. They have identified four “value adds” - Advocacy, Partnerships, 

Resources, Professional Development and are working to identify the story around each of 

these and create a vision for member schools and all non-members.  

A bi-weekly meeting has been established to continue this work, and ideas will be presented 

to the full board soon. 

 

Other business 

Tim, as a representative of MINNDEPENDENT, is chair of the Minnesota Nonpublic Education 

Council. The council advises the Education Commissioner on issues affecting nonpublic 

education and schools and recognizes agencies that accredit nonpublic schools. Several 

current members of the council have terms that will be expiring this year. If you know of 

anyone in your school community who would be interested in serving on the council, please 

let Tim know. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business brought forth, the Chair asked for a motion to adjourn. So 

moved by Wyayn Rasmussen and seconded by Anna Lima. Meeting was adjourned at 8:59 

AM. 

 

 

 
November 28, 2022 

 

 


